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The South in All Lebanon

More than 6,000 students from
the schools of the liberated south of
Lebanon visited Beirut on Sunday
June 25, 2000. They came from
Marjeyoun and Qleya, from Adais-
seh and Bint Jbeil and Aitaroun,
from the Jezzine - from all the vil-
lages of the south that have been
rejoined 1o the rest of Lebanon. The
6,000 students poured into the
capital at the invitation of MP Bahia
Harirt whose aim was to have “the
South of Lebanon in all of Leba-

»

noim.

The idea evolved out of one of
Mrs. Hanrt’s trips to the newly lib-
erated area when she realized that
the children there were unfamiliar
with the rest of the country. She
sent mvitations through the schools
to children age ten or above. On the
schedule were breakfast in Sidon, a
tour of downtown Beirut, including
a visit to the Planet Discovery Chil-
dren’s Museum, and lunch at Souq
al-Barghout.

“For most of us, this is our first
trip to Beirut,” said sixteen-year old
Fadi Waheb from the Hasbaya Pub-
lic School for Boys, which sent al-
most 100 of its students. “We all
grew up during the war and felt very
separated from the rest of Leba-
non,” he said. “We felt forgotten
since there was no government
presence, and no one came to visit.”
Impressed by the reconstruction

Member of Parliament Mrs. Bahia Hariri surrounded by students during their
visit to Baalbeck.

under way in the Beirut Central
District, Fadi ventured to add that,
“Maybe the government can fix the
South too, because most of it is
deserted and destroyed.”

Each student was given a flag and
a cap with the words “All for the
homeland” - taken from the na-
tional anthem - printed across the
top. The Beirut Central District was
transformed into a party zone with
children singing arm in arm, dancing
the dabkeh, and waving hundreds of
caps and flags. At sites such as
Niyjmeh and Martyr’s squares, the
Roman Bath, Parliament, and relig-
ious buildings guides were on hand
to explain their history. Outside the
Children’s Museum jugglers and

fire-eaters and a magician per-
formed.

Speaking to the media at intervals
throughout the day, Mrs. Hariri re-
peatedly referred to the importance
of national unity and to the wonder-
ful way in which the excursion
brought together all the regions and
religious groups of Lebanon to par-
ticipate in a positive and uplifting
activity. Mrs. Harin said, “In my
opinion, this activity falls within the
framework of the return of the
South to Lebanon, reaffirms the
sense of national belonging, and re-
inforces the restoration of true citi-
zenship. This is the duty of Leba-

nese society.”
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To underscore this theme,
teachers, who were given copies of
the national anthem, prepared the
students for a show of national
pride in front of Parliament. The
flag waving and anthem singing
seemed to have worked. Many felt
they were being re-integrated into
their country. “The trip is helping us
to love Lebanon,” said 18 year-old
Zeinab Haidar from a public school
in Aitaroun. “It’s showing us that
the country cares for the children of
the South. Now we feel Lebanese.”

Even teachers benefited from the
urip. Teir Harfa public school
teacher Nidal Ataya explained that
for more than twenty years
instructors taught about the
country’s heritage blindly from
school books because they had
never visited the places they were
teaching about. “I feel like a bird in
a cage that finally has been freed to
roam. We're being introduced to
Lebanon, our homeland, for the
first time, and we’re thankful to
Mrs. Hariri for that,” Ms. Ataya

said.

At the end of the day, as the
hundreds of buses made their way
back to the south by way of the
scenic sea road, the children gave
voice to their happiness. “This is the
first time I visited the capital,
Beirut,” said twelve-year old
Hussein Hamouch from Adaisseh.
“I have dreamt of this day for so
long because I have heard so much
about Beirut, and I have been seeing
it on TV for years.”

Similarly, thirteen-year old Ali
Hussein Amine from Aitaroun
offered that, “For so long I have
dreamed about seeing the cities of
Lebanon. I would like to have some

Baabda.

Baalbeck.

friends in Saida and Beirut so that I
can visit them and they can visit

»

me,

In responsce to Cntreati(:b from the
children and owing to the success of
the trip, Mrs. Hariri scheduled a
second trip for July 18, with an
itinerary that included a visit with
the country’s president at his palace
in Baabda and a tour of the Roman
ruins at Baalbeck. After welcoming
the 8,000 children and adults to the
Baabda palace, President Emile
Lahoud told them that, “My heart
swells when I see you here, assured
that you are safely back in the
national fold.” Mrs. Harin also
welcomed the children to the palace,

Mrs. Bahia Hariri with President Emile Lahoud at the Presidential Palace in

describing the place as “the epitome
of freedom, justice, equality, and
unity, as well as of hope.” The
children, who carried flags and
pictures of the president, cheered
and sang the national anthem, while
Lahoud shook hands with the
visitors, having assured them earlier
that, “You have returned to your
homeland, and now you are no
different from any other Lebanese
citizen.” Assuredly, the two tnps
launched by Mrs. Hariri have
contributed in a major way to
inspiring such a conviction in the
hearts of thousands of school-
children from the south of

Lebanon.
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Flariri Alumnus Repays Loan With A Single Payment

When Hariri alumnus Haleem
Zihenni contacted the Foundation
in October 2000, it was about re-
paying his loan and thus fulfilling a
deeply felt obligation to the Hariri
Foundation. Although it is not un-
usual for Hariri alumni to do this,
what was unusual was the fact that
Haleem wished to repay his total
loan amount with a single check.

Haleem, who com-
pleted a B.S. in Civil
Engineering under
Harini Foundation
sponsorship at the
University of Dayton
in 1988, wrote in a
letter accompanying
his check that, “I can-
not adequately express
my gratitude to the
Foundation for grant-
ing me the funds nec-
essary to continue my
education. In fact, my
education helped to
mold me into the suc-
cessful businessman
that I am today. I am
grateful and happy to
repay the Foundation
so other Lebanese students will
have the benefit and opportunities I
was so fortunate to have received.”

Haleem’s career progressed rapidly
from his initial appointment in 1988
as assistant site engineer for a small
New York contracting company
specializing in general construction,
to the assumption of duties covering
all facets of the business, and then
to becoming vice president of the
company in 1991. During his eight
years with the firm, he facilitated the
completion of over 100 million
dollars worth of public improve-
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ment projects throughout New
York State.

In fall 1996 Haleem formed Omni
Contracting Company, Inc., a gen-
eral contracting business that now
employs over 50 people and has
work in hand worth over 40 million
dollars. Haleem’s company per-
forms high quality construction
work for various New York State

Haleem Zihenni at the office of his construction company, Omni
Contracting Company, Inc. in Yonkers, New York.

public agencies and enjoys an ex-
cellent reputation for its ability to
perform quality work within con-
tractual time limits.

Because of the success which
Haleem’s business acumen and
engineering skills have brought him,
he was able to raise his brothers
Antoine and Albert and send them
to college. Antoine, an electrical
engineer, and Albert, a civil
engineer, both work with Haleem in
his business. Haleem also helps to
support his family and other
relatives in Lebanon.

Rafic A. Bizn, President, the
Harin Foundation-USA, says of
Haleem’s loan repayment that,
“Haleem has joined the ranks of
those Harirt alumni who are con-
tinuing the work of the Foundation
by repaying their loans and thus
making funds available for current
Foundation activities. Such activities
include the sponsorship of Lebanese
high school students
in summer research
and leadership
programs in the
United States. Haleem
and his fellow alumni
deserve our thanks
and the thanks of the
current generation of
Lebanese students for
the role they play in
continuing the work of
the Foundation.”

Haleem concluded
his letter to the
Foundation with these
sentiments: “Again, I
thank the Hariri
Foundation for giving
me the opportunity to
continue my schooling. As a result
of this, I will always remain in-
debted to the Hariri Foundation
and, God willing, I will repay my
gratitude by continuing the tradition
of giving for the advancement of
the Lebanese people. In fact, I
recently set up the Haleem Zihenni
Foundation for the purpose of
helping those less fortunate. Last
but not least, I hope this domino
effect will continue for generations
to come.”



A Remarkable Achievement

When Khodr Shamseddine
received his Ph.D. in Physics and
Mathematics from Michigan State
University on December 17, 1999,
he became the first student at MSU
to earn an interdisciplinary doctor-
ate covering two fields and satisfy-
ing the doctoral requirements of
two departments, the Department
of Mathematics and the Department
of Physics and Astronomy.

Khodr’s unique achievement rep-
resents the culmination of an out-
standing academic career. In July
1988 he received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence with High Distinction from the
American University of Beirut
where he majored in physics. Two
months later he began a Master of
Science program in physics at MSU
under Hariri Foundation sponsor-
ship. Shortly after completing his
M.S. in March 1990 with a 4.0
cumulative average, Khodr took and
passed the Ph.D. candidacy exami-
nation of the Department of Physics
and Astronomy. After several years
of additional coursework in mathe-
matics and physics, Khodr success-
fully petitioned the Department of
Mathematics in 1996 to approve his
dual major after first obtaining
approval from the Department of
Physics and Astronomy. Khodr
continued to maintain his perfect
4.0 average throughout his doctoral
studies.

In explaining his motivation for
taking on the additional coursework,
research, and qualifying examina-
tions required by the dual major,
Khodr points first to his love for
“the rigor, clarity, and beauty of
mathematics” as well as to his love
for a good challenge. In addition, he
explains that “Research has become

Khodr Shamseddine, recipient of a
dual doctorate from Michigan State
University in December 1999.

so specialized in the last two dec-
ades that it is more likely to make
breakthroughs in research at the
‘borders’ between various fields
than it is in one specialized area.
Consequently, interdisciplinary
majors are becoming strongly en-
couraged in most universities. I also
feel that my dual Ph.D. degree will
always work to my advantage when
I apply for jobs. Sure enough, with-
out even applying formally for the
job, I was offered a joint appoint-
ment in both the mathematics and
physics departments at MSU as
soon as I finished my Ph.D.”

In the acknowledgements of his
dissertation, New Elements of Analysis
on the Leui-Cauita Field, Khodr
expresses his deep appreciation for
the guidance, support, and inspira-
tion which his advisor Professor
Martin Berz provided him over his
years of study and research at MSU.
In addition to the sponsorship
which Khodr received from the
Hariri Foundation, Professor Berz
provided him with major financial
support in the form of a research
assistantship, especially in the last

three and one-half years of his
doctoral program.

Noting the groundbreaking nature
of Khodr’s achievement in earning a
dual doctorate, Professor Berz
credits him for his initiative and for
doing the extensive legwork neces-
sary for putting together a disserta-
tion committee comprising profes-
sors from two departments. Profes-
sor Berz also credits Khodr for his
excellent academic performance and
for his strengths as a lecturer in his
present teaching appointment.

Khodr also expresses a deep ap-
preciation for many years of finan-
cial and moral support from the
Hariri Foundation. “Without the
Foundation,” writes Khodr in a re-
cent letter, “my parents would not
have been able to send me to AUB,
and I would not have had the op-
portunity to come to the USA.”

Khodr continues, “I always
thought it was a very noble thing
that H.E. Rafik Hariri started his
program in 1984 to educate young
Lebanese men and women abroad
so they can go back later and recon-
struct Lebanon. Besides making a
positive change in the lives of its
thousands of scholars, the Harin
Foundation has built many strong
‘positive agents’ for Lebanese soci-
ety, many of whom have already
returtied to Lebanai and started
their service to society.”

Mindful of this link between edu-
cation and service to society, Khodr
looks forward to the day when he
will return to teach and to share his
knowledge with the students of
Lebanon. When that day arrives,
Khodr’s service to Lebanon

Continued on page 5
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Alumni Notes

Hariri Foundation alumni are invited to contribute news about their current activities and accomplishments for
publication in the Hariri-Gram Alumni Notes. Please see the back page of this issue for contact information.

Youssef Hashash: Ph.D. Civil and Environmental
Engineering, M.IT., 1992. Youssef was one of 59 young
researchers who received Presidential Early Career Awards
for Scientists and Engineers in a ceremony in Washington,
DC on October 24, 2000. The award is “the highest honor
bestowed by the United States government on young
professionals at the outset of their independent research
careers. ... These awards, established by President Clinton
in February 1996, embody the high priority the
Administration places on producing scientists and
engineers ready to contribute to all sectors of the
economy. ... “These extraordinarily gifted young scientists
and engineers represent the best in our country,’ President
Clinton said. ‘Through their talent, ability, and dedication,
they will quicken the pace of discovery and put science and
technology to work advancing the human condition as
never before.” (White House press release of October 23,
2000) In writing the Foundation about his award, Youssef
expressed his gratitude to the Hariri Foundation and to
Mr. Hariri for supporting his efforts and education over
the years. Youssef is currently an assistant professor of
Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Mona Hallak: MLA. Architecture, Syracuse University,
1994. Architect and preservationist, Mona was featured in
a Christian Science Monitor article (August 8, 2000)
titled “Two Women Break Stereotypes in Lebanon.” The
article describes her efforts to save a circa-1924 building
slated for demolition in Center City Beirut. Mona would
like to see the building, which was badly damaged during
the civil war, restored and turned into a “museumn of
memory” to teach future generations of children to hate
war. “There were days when we slept and thought we’d

never wake up, and moments when you didn’t know if
you 'd ever see your mother again,” remembers Mona.
“Now people just want to go out dancing and forget. I
we have to keep something so beautiful that the war
made so ugly.”

Kamal Harb: B.S. Public Health, California State
University at San Jose, 1989; MAA. Pubhc Health, San Jose
State, 1991. Kamal was featured in an article appearing in
The Chronicle of Higher Education on July 7, 2000.
The article discussed the challenges which universities face
when “encouraging male students to get routine checkups
as well as early treatment for problems that do arise.”
Kamal is a health educator at the men’s clinic at San
Francisco State University. The clinic, which is only two
years old, conducts an extensive medical checkup for
students who request it and relies on preventive medicine
to help patients achieve their health goals such as quitting
smoking, managing stress, and protecting themselves from
sexually transmitted diseases. Kamal also co-authored an

article for the San Francisco State health journal about the
establishment of the clinic and its beneficial effects on the

" health of male students.

Waleed Howrani: Musical Composition, University of
Michigan, 1986. In a solo piano concert at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, DC on November 2, 2000, Waleed
played an original composition which he had written for
and premiered at the June 1999 inauguration of a new
piano for the Assembly Hall of AUB.. The performance
was a benefit concert for the American University of
Beirut. Waleed’s composition weaves together variations
on the melody of AUB’s Alma Mater. The inauguration of
the new piano co-incided with the dedication of AUB’s
new College Hall.

A Remarkable Achtievement

Continued from page 4
will also be an expression of thanks

to the two people who most
influenced his life: “My parents have
always been my greatest two
teachers,” writes Khodr. “They
taught me and my brothers early on
that education is the longest lasting
wealth we can acquire in life. They

were right. [ feel rich even when I

have no money in my bank account.

They have always been an
inspiration for me through their
hard work, dedication, self-denial,
patience, and faith in life. I thank
them everyday for what they have
taught me and what they have
inspired in me, and I dedicare all of
my achievements to them.”

With a sense of gratitude and
indebtedness towards family,
friends, advisors, sponsors, and
nation, Khodr looks forward to
using his hard-won and much
valued education to express his
apprecumon for their support and

“to become a positive force in
society, contributing to knowledge,
peace, and the well-being of the
whole.”
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